APS Business Meeting Minutes (Autumn 1995)

Hello Frieds and Colleagues: Greetings for the summer! 

I would like to update you on a few things that have happened in the business meeting at the last Atlanta Applied Probability Conference. (Professor Robert Foley will update you on the Conference.) 

First: At the INFORMS Los Angeles Spring meeting, Professor Shaler Stidham, Jr. graciously volunteered to organize a business meeting, and a list of candidates for council members were nominated. The nominations for the council members as well as a secretary-treasurer were formally elected at the Atlanta business meeting. A list of the current officers and council members are attached. 

Second: An Erlang Prize should be awarded at the Fall INFORMS meeting. Since the Award Committee had not formed, we have to postpone this to the Spring INFORMS meeting. An initial call was made at the business meeting for nomination for Erlang Awards. Both Professor Shaler Stidham, Jr. and Professor Robert Cooper have graciously agreed to serve on the Committee. Professor Lawrence Wein and I will appoint another Committee member shortly. A former call for nomination will be sent out shortly by Professor Stidham, Jr. who will chair the Committee. 

Third: The location of the next Applied Probability Conference was discussed. We hope to find an European host, and we will keep you updated. 

Fourth: We had operated jointly as the TIMS Applied Probability College and the ORSA Applied Probability Group. As the merge of TIMS and ORSA, our group is now called the INFORMS Section on Applied Probability. Now we have to decide on new Bylaws. A draft of the Bylaws is attached for discussion. Please make your comments and raise your concern to me or any other officials by September 30, 1995. Unless there are substantial concerns, the Bylaws will be voted by the Council with a two-third majority for approval. Otherwise, it will be discussed, debated, and (hopefully) voted at the Fall '95 INFORMS business meeting. The draft is based on the joint Bylaws of the TIMS Applied Probability College and the ORSA Applied Probability Group. The only substantial change is that the terms for all officers (chair, vice chair/chair elect, and secretary- treasurer) are extended from one year to two years.

 Fifth: Professor Dinah Cheng and Dr. Les Servi will be the chairs for Applied Probability Clusters at the INFORMS Spring '96 Meeting in Washington DC and at the INFORMS Fall '96 Meeting in Atlanta, respectively. Please contact them if you would like to organize sessions. (Their addresses are attached.)

 Sixth: Professor Michael Bailey has graciously agreed to continue to serve as the Newsletter Editor. We hope people will read, use and contribute to the Newsletter. We will update our e-mail address data base, in particular, to include those of our European collegues. Your suggestion on how to make the Newsletter more effective is mostly appreciated. 

Hong Chen 

