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Abstract:

While sports and ancillary industries have historically been notoriously slow to adopt analytic methods, applications of OR to sports problems (both on and off the playing field) have recently surged. This surge has coincided with a similar increase in rigorous academic research efforts in this area and a corresponding upswing in the perceived credibility of these efforts. In this presentation I will discuss what has led to this trend and talk about some of my various efforts to apply analytic methods to sports problems. I will punctuate this discussion with examples of my experiences dealing with the media, demonstrate a few ways I integrate sports problems into introductory courses, and conclude with remarks about the future of this area of application.
