INFORMS/IFORS International Education Initiative

Before 2011 - A Brief History of the Initiative

In the Fall 2006 INFORM-ED Newsletter we introduced INFORMS/IFORS International Education Initiative; through this initiative INFORMS and IFORS (The International Federation of Operational Research Societies http://www.ifors.org/) work with operations research societies from developing regions to jointly organize teaching effectiveness colloquia. These colloquia, patterned after INFORMS’ highly successful annual series of teaching effectiveness colloquia (TEC), feature extended workshops on effective and novel/innovative approaches to operations research education. The workshops that comprise these colloquia are given by members of INFORMS, other IFORS affiliated organizations, and the host organization. This integration fosters:
· important cross-cultural exchanges of ideas;
· development of infrastructures to support education initiatives within the host organizations;
· creation and extension of a worldwide community of operations researchers who are concerned with the quality of operations research education and the ensuing applications; and 
· improvement in the quality of operations research education provided by all participants in these colloquia. 

The first five colloquia were held in Montevideo, Uruguay (November, 2006); Cape Town, South Africa (September, 2007); Cartagena, Colombia (September, 2008); Jaipur, India (December, 2009); and Buenos Aires, Argentina (June, 2010). These colloquia have been very successful, each attracting 40-60 enthusiastic participants. Delegates from forty-five countries have attended these colloquia.

2011 - ORSEA Conference

We are now working with the Operations Research Society of Eastern Africa (ORSEA, http://www.orsea.net/) to organize the sixth colloquium in this series in conjunction with the upcoming ORSEA (Operations Research Society of Eastern Africa) 2011 Conference (http://www.orsea.net/) in Nairobi, Kenya in October. The colloquium (which is the first joint effort between INFORMS, IFORS, and ORSEA) will be jointly organized and chaired by Gituro Wainaina of the Kenya Union of Savings & Credit Co-operatives (KUSCCO) Centre and me. The program will consist of workshops on innovative approach to OR education by renowned educators from Africa, North America, and South America, and this event will provide opportunities to exchange ideas across cultures to those deeply interested in OR education.

The conference venue is the Kenyatta International Conference Center (http://www.kicc.co.ke/) in Nairobi. ORSEA conferences are the premier operations research events in Eastern Africa, and the conference theme of "The Role of Operations Research in the National Visions within the East African Community and Regional Integration" will attract many operations researchers from the East African Community (EAC) nations of Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, and Burundi. Participants from other African nations as well as Europe, North America, South America, Asia, and the Pacific Rim are also expected to participate.

We look forward to the opportunity to interact with our ORSEA colleagues and extend the developing network of operations researchers concerned with the quality of education to Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi, and Rwanda (the principal countries of the ORSEA) and other countries in the region.

ORSEA Conference Chair Isaack Mbeche of the University of Nairobi also hopes conference delegates from outside the region will spend a few days in Kenya prior to or after the October 13 - 14, 2011 conference. If a visitor is interested in wildlife watching, hiking, and nature safaris, a visit to one of the nation’s many celebrated national parks (which includes Aberdare, Amboseli, Arabuko Sokoke, Hells Gate and Mount Longonot, Kora, Lake Nakuru, Marsabit, Meru, Mount Kenya, Mount Elgon, Nairobi, Ndere Island, Ol Donyo Sabuk, Ruma, Saiwa Swamp, Sibiloi, Tsavo East, and Tsavo West) will fill the bill. Do you want a beachfront vacation? Kenya’s Indian Ocean beaches are among the most peaceful, remote, and beautiful beaches in the world (Lamu Island is a particularly popular getaway). Cultural interaction can be experienced through the diverse cultures, ways of life and traditions of the Maasai, Samburu, and Luo people.

Contact Professor Mbeche (isambeche@yahoo.com) for more information about the ORSEA 2011 conference and contact either Professor Wainaina (wainainagituro@vision2030.go.ke) or me (jcochran@latech.edu) for more information about this teaching effectiveness colloquium. We hope to see many of you at the 2011 ORSSA Conference in Kenya in October!

2011 - ORSSA Conference

The Operations Research Society of South Africa (ORSSA, http://www.orssa.org.za/) has announced that its 2011 conference (http://www.orssa.org.za/wiki/pmwiki.php?n=Conf.ORSSA2011) will be hosted by the Zimbabwean National University of Science and Technology (NUST); see the article “OR Roots Run Deep in Southern Africa” in the April 2011 issue of ORMS Today for an interesting article on how this decision came about. The conference will be held at the Elephant Hills Hotel in beautiful Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe on September 18 - 21, 2011. With the conference theme of “Spreading Operations Research Across Africa,” ORSSA is pursuing its mission of working to expand the awareness, understanding, and use of OR across the wider Southern African Development Community (SADC) region.

The host town of Victoria Falls is a major Southern Africa tourist destination, and the venue will present delegates with an opportunity to view and explore its magnificent falls. While the falls are certainly a resplendent and compelling attraction, the town offers many other appealing tourist activities such as hiking and game viewing, bungee jumping, white water rafting, helicopter sight-seeing, kayaking, zip lines, sunset cruises, elephant rides, lion walk, game drives, and river boarding, to mention but a few. One of the days of the conference will be reserved exclusively for excursions, and delegates will be given an opportunity to experience the hospitality of the people of Zimbabwe.

The NUST Local Organising Committee, chaired by Edward Chiyaka (edward.chiyaka@gmail.com), is working with local and neighboring universities within Southern Africa to enlist their participation in this conference. The committee, through ‘Maseka Lesaoana (masekal@ul.ac.za) of the University of Limpopo and me, is also exploring the viability of holding a teaching effectiveness colloquium in conjunction with this conference. Contact Professor Chiyaka for more information about ORSSA 2011 and contact either Professor Lesaoana or me for more information about this teaching effectiveness colloquium. We hope to see many of you at the 2011 ORSSA Conference in Zimbabwe in September!

Beyond 2011

Individuals representing OR societies from Russia, Mexico, Egypt, Malaysia, and Cuba have expressed interest in hosting a Teaching Effectiveness Colloquium, but INFORMS current commitment concludes with the 2011 colloquium. I will propose to INFORMS Board of Directors that the institute extends its commitment to this program for six additional years. Although funding for future colloquia is uncertain, in either case we can and should continue to work with OR societies from developing regions and volunteers from well established OR societies to further this program.

Upcoming Opportunities Outside of INFORMS - The 19th Triennial Conference of the International Federation of Operational Research Societies (IFORS)

[bookmark: _GoBack]The program of the 19th Triennial Conference of the International Federation of Operational Research Societies (IFORS) will include a stream of eight education sessions featuring speakers from six continents. The conference, to be hosted by the Victorian chapter of the Australian Society for Operations Research (ASOR), will be held at the new Melbourne Convention Centre in the center of Melbourne, Australia from July 10-15, 2011 and will bring operational researchers from around the globe together. This represents yet another tremendous opportunity for members of INFORM-ED to reach out to the international operations research community and visit a spectacular city. Please contact me at jcochran@cab.latech.edu or (318) 257-3445 for more information on this stream of education oriented sessions. You may also find more information at the conference website (http://www.ifors2011.org/committee.asp). We hope to see you at the 2011 IFORS Triennial Conference in Melbourne this July!
